
 
 

2020 Legislation on Housing, Homelessness, 
& Tenant Rights 

 
 

 
Social workers, as advocates for social justice, consider adequate housing essential to 
creating opportunity to health and economic success. Access to reasonable, decent 
housing accomodations and ensuring tenant rights is a part of housing justice. 
NASW-WA supports the following attempts by the Washington state legislature to 
address these issues. 
 
SHB 1656/ SSB 5733; HB 2453/ SB6379 Amendments to the 
Residential Landlord-Tenant Act 
 

● Changes to the definition of ”tenant” including anyone who coresided with the 
tenant for 6 months or more. 

● If a rental agreement expires and if there is no agreement to renew, the tenancy 
will be considered month-to-month. 

● Late payments need to be applied to rent first no to other costs such as late 
fees or damages 

● Eviction cannot be without cause and the amendment defines 7 allowed 
causes, such as  

o 21 day written notice after default in payment, or  
o 30 day written notice for other than monetary violation of rental 

agreement, or if building is condemned 
o 3 day written notice for substantial interference,  
o 90 written notice if owner or immediate family wants to move in,  
o 120 day notice if rental is removed from market or demolished 

● Damage and security deposits can only be charged if there is 3rd party 
documentation of the damage and cannot include normal wear and tear. 

 
HB 1694 Allowing tenants to pay certain sums in installments 
 

● Landlords need to allow tenants to pay deposits, nonrefundable fees, and last 
month’s rent in installments if requested in writing. 

○ Rental agreements of 3 months or more in 3 consecutive and equal 
installments 

○ Otherwise, 2 consecutive and equal monthly payments 
 
 
 
 
 



HB 2388 Homelessness Definitions 
 

● Definition of homelessness being streamlined across different public programs 
● Definitions will be based on the federal McKinney Vento Act including 

circumstances such as sharing the housing of others 
 
HB 2522/ SB 6167 Budget Stabilization 
 

● Social workers support the Governor’s proposal to use $280,714,000 from the 
Budget Stabilization Account to address homelessness including funds for 

○ Homelessness response programs 
○ Additional shelters and enhancement to existing shelters 
○ Removal of waste generated in vacated homeless encampments 


